Nigeria's Gay 'Witch Hunt' Has
Lead To Arrests In 4 States:
Amnesty International
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LAGOS, Nigeria (AP) — A "witch hunt" for gay people has led to arrests in at least four
of Nigeria's 36 states, Amnesty International said Wednesday, blaming a new law
criminalizing gay organizations and meetings as well as same-sex marriage.
It said the law's disregard for human rights mirrors that of the military dictators who
ruled Africa's most populous nation until 1999.
Nigerian human rights defenders say they fear further persecution of gay people
under the law in a notoriously corrupt country where police are known to make
arrests to extort money and blackmail victims.
"With the stroke of a pen, President
(Goodluck) Jonathan has essentially
Remove Your Wrinkles
Canadian mom discovers $3 secret for erasing wrinkles turned Nigeria into one of the world's
fast...
least tolerant societies," London-based
http://www.healthylifestyle8.com
Amnesty International said in a
Truth about coconut oil
statement calling for the law to be
9 Reasons to use coconut oil DAILY (plus 4
withdrawn without delay.
cooking oils to NEVER eat)
Sponsored Links

TheAlternativeDaily

5 WORST exercises for aging
Avoid these 5 exercises if you want to look
and feel 510 years YOUNGER
OldSchoolNewBody.com
Buy a link here

The Associated Press reported Tuesday
that 38 people had been arrested in the
northern state of Bauchi since
Christmas, and some have been
charged in court with belonging to a
gay organization.

Amnesty said 10 people have been detained since Monday in four southern states.
It said police in Bauchi have confirmed they have a list of suspects of minority sexual
orientation who are under surveillance that also is being used to "find out who their
victims are."
"Amnesty International is calling on the authorities to stop all further arrests and put
an immediate end to this witch hunt," the statement said.
Jonathan signed the law despite international condemnation.

Nigeria already had a law making sodomy illegal, and no gay people have been
demanding marriage in a country where gay people can get lynched and beaten to
death, or legally executed by stoning for the offense under the Islamic Shariah law
that prevails in nine of the 36 states.
That has led some critics to suggest the issue is being used for political reasons in a
country deeply divided on religious, tribal and regional grounds that often lead to
deadly clashes. Nigeria's more than 160 million people are almost equally divided
between the predominantly Muslim north and mainly Christian south, but all are
united in the condemnation of homosexuality.
The European Union and rights groups have joined in condemning the new law,
which they say could endanger programs to fight HIV-AIDS.
"This catastrophic law legalizes human rights abuses against an already marginalized
group," Kerry Kennedy, president of the Robert F. Kennedy Center for Justice and
Human Rights said, calling it "an affront to Nigeria's own constitution."
EU foreign policy chief Catherine Ashton expressed opposition Wednesday from the
European Union, saying the act appears to contradict fundamental rights of all
Nigerians, including freedom of association, conscience and speech.
Many Nigerians may be ignorant that they have a new Same Sex Prohibition Act.
Nigeria's normally feisty media has been silent on the issue.
The bill bans all gay associations, with penalties up to 14 years' imprisonment for
marriage.
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