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Gay Man in Saudi Arabia Sentenced to Jail and
450 Lashes
July 23, 2014 by Hayley Miller, Digital Media Associate (/blog/author/hayley-
miller)

A gay man in Saudi Arabia was sentenced to three years in jail and
450 lashes after sending tweets that allegedly promoted his sexual
orientation.

The man, 24, was arrested
(http://www.pinknews.co.uk/2014/07/23/saudi-man-jailed-and-to-
receive-450-lashes-over-twitter-homosexual-contacts/) by the
Committee for the Promotion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice,
informally known as the religious police, after sending tweets that
referenced a willingness to meet other gay men.  He was arrested
after meeting with an undercover agent.

According to GulfNews.com (http://gulfnews.com/news/gulf/saudi-
arabia/gay-man-sentenced-for-twitter-debauchery-in-saudi-arabia-
1.1363181), his phone was used as evidence to show photos and
messages that revealed his sexual orientation.

Homosexuality is punishable by fines, flogging, imprisonment, and
even death in Saudi Arabia. Last year in the region, a government
official from Kuwait announced that it was developing a medical test
to “detect” someone’s sexual orientation and prevent gay visitors
from entering any of the Gulf Cooperation Council countries, which
includes Saudi Arabia. 

 50Share Tweet 16

TOP POSTS

Speaking at Southern Comfort
2014 (/blog/entry/speaking-at-
southern-comfort-2014)
September 5, 2014

Federal Judge Strikes Down
Florida’s Ban on Marriage
Equality (/blog/entry/federal-
judge-strikes-down-floridas-
ban-on-marriage-equality)
August 21, 2014

Take a Look: Updates, Photos
and Audio from the Seventh
Circuit’s Marriage Equality
Cases Today (/blog/entry/take-
a-look-updates-photos-and-
audio-from-the-seventh-
circuits-marriage-equ)
August 26, 2014

Seventh Circuit Rules Bans on
Marriage Equality
Unconstitutional
(/blog/entry/seventh-circuit-
rules-bans-on-marriage-
equality-unconstitutional)
September 4, 2014

Republicans Vote Against
Benefits for Active Duty Service
Members and Veterans
(/blog/entry/republicans-vote-
against-benefits-for-active-duty-
service-members-and-veter)
September 11, 2014

Adoption
(http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/adoption)

Allies
(http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/allies)

Bisexual
(http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/bisexual)

Coming Out
(http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/coming-
out)

Federal Advocacy
(http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/federal-
advocacy)

Health & Aging
(http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/health-
and-aging)

HIV/AIDS
(http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/health-
hiv-aids)

International
(http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/international)

Marriage
(http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/marriage)

Parenting
(http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/parenting)

Religion & Faith
(http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/religion-
faith)

State Advocacy
(http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/state-
advocacy)

Transgender
(http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/transgender)

Workplace
(http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/workplace)

Youth Campus
(http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/youth-
campus)

CATEGORIES

View All Categories

Sort By State

(http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/marriage)
Marriage
(http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/marriage)►

Discussion Guidelines
HRC is proud to add a community
discussion feature to our blog.

READ THE GUIDELINES
(HTTP://WWW.HRC.ORG/THE-
HRC-STORY/COMMUNITY-
DISCUSSION-GUIDELINES)

(https://secure3.convio.net/hrc/site/Donation2?
df_id=4641&4641.donation=form1)

Join

(https://secure3.convio.net/hrc/site/Donation2?

df_id=4641&4641.donation=form1)►

(http://action.hrc.org/site/Survey?
ACTION_REQUIRED=URI_ACTION_USER_REQUESTS&SURVEY_ID=8322)

Volunteer

(http://action.hrc.org/site/Survey?

ACTION_REQUIRED=URI_ACTION_USER_REQUESTS&SURVEY_ID=8322)►

(http://shop.hrc.org?
utm_source=hrcwebsite&utm_medium=blogsidebar&utm_campaign=LOVECONQUERSHATE)

Shop

(http://shop.hrc.org?

utm_source=hrcwebsite&utm_medium=blogsidebar&utm_campaign=LOVECONQUERSHATE)►

http://www.hrc.org/
http://action.hrc.org/site/Donation2?12480.donation=form1&df_id=12480
https://www.facebook.com/humanrightscampaign
https://twitter.com/HRC/
http://instagram.com/humanrightscampaign
http://www.pinterest.com/hrcequality/
https://plus.google.com/+HumanRightsCampaign/posts
http://www.hrc.org/blog/author/hayley-miller
http://www.pinknews.co.uk/2014/07/23/saudi-man-jailed-and-to-receive-450-lashes-over-twitter-homosexual-contacts/
http://gulfnews.com/news/gulf/saudi-arabia/gay-man-sentenced-for-twitter-debauchery-in-saudi-arabia-1.1363181
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?app_id=155931144480604&sdk=joey&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hrc.org%2Fblog%2Fentry%2Fgay-man-in-saudi-arabia-sentenced-to-jail-and-450-lashes&display=popup&ref=plugin
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hrc.org%2Fblog%2Fentry%2Fgay-man-in-saudi-arabia-sentenced-to-jail-and-450-lashes&text=Gay%20Man%20in%20Saudi%20Arabia%20Sentenced%20to%20Jail%20and%20450%20Lashes&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hrc.org%2Fblog%2Fentry%2Fgay-man-in-saudi-arabia-sentenced-to-jail-and-450-lashes&via=HRC
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hrc.org%2Fblog%2Fentry%2Fgay-man-in-saudi-arabia-sentenced-to-jail-and-450-lashes
http://www.hrc.org/blog/entry/speaking-at-southern-comfort-2014
http://www.hrc.org/blog/entry/federal-judge-strikes-down-floridas-ban-on-marriage-equality
http://www.hrc.org/blog/entry/take-a-look-updates-photos-and-audio-from-the-seventh-circuits-marriage-equ
http://www.hrc.org/blog/entry/seventh-circuit-rules-bans-on-marriage-equality-unconstitutional
http://www.hrc.org/blog/entry/republicans-vote-against-benefits-for-active-duty-service-members-and-veter
http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/adoption
http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/allies
http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/bisexual
http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/coming-out
http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/federal-advocacy
http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/health-and-aging
http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/health-hiv-aids
http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/international
http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/marriage
http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/parenting
http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/religion-faith
http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/state-advocacy
http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/transgender
http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/workplace
http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/youth-campus
http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/marriage
http://www.hrc.org/blog/c/marriage
http://www.hrc.org/the-hrc-story/community-discussion-guidelines
https://secure3.convio.net/hrc/site/Donation2?df_id=4641&4641.donation=form1
https://secure3.convio.net/hrc/site/Donation2?df_id=4641&4641.donation=form1
http://action.hrc.org/site/Survey?ACTION_REQUIRED=URI_ACTION_USER_REQUESTS&SURVEY_ID=8322
http://action.hrc.org/site/Survey?ACTION_REQUIRED=URI_ACTION_USER_REQUESTS&SURVEY_ID=8322
http://shop.hrc.org/?utm_source=hrcwebsite&utm_medium=blogsidebar&utm_campaign=LOVECONQUERSHATE
http://shop.hrc.org/?utm_source=hrcwebsite&utm_medium=blogsidebar&utm_campaign=LOVECONQUERSHATE


HRC Blog Tip Line

Submit a news tip now.

SUBMIT
(MAILTO:BLOG@HRC.ORG)

CAMPAIGN: National Coming Out
Day
Celebrate National Coming Out
Day 2014 with an HRC Keith
Haring shirt. 

GET ONE TODAY
(HTTPS://SHOP.HRC.ORG/DEAL-
OF-WEEK?
UTM_SOURCE=FACEBOOK&UTM_MEDIUM=DEAL-
OF-THE-
WEEK&UTM_CAMPAIGN=NCOD)

RECENT TWEETS

West Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Kansas, 
Colorado and Wyoming could 
soon have #marriageequality
 #SCOTUS

HumanRightsCampaign        
 
@HRC

44m

Tweets Follow

COPYRIGHT © 2011-2014 THE HUMAN RIGHTS CAMPAIGN
All Rights Reserved | Privacy Policy (http://www.hrc.org/the-hrc-story/privacy-policy) | Copyright Complaint Notice (http://www.hrc.org/the-hrc-story/human-rights-campaign-copyright-
complaint-notice)

https://twitter.com/HRC/status/519131092532858880
https://twitter.com/HRC
mailto:blog@hrc.org
https://shop.hrc.org/deal-of-week?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=deal-of-the-week&utm_campaign=NCOD
http://www.hrc.org/the-hrc-story/privacy-policy
http://www.hrc.org/the-hrc-story/human-rights-campaign-copyright-complaint-notice

